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SUBJECT: RABIN AND PERES ON WEST BANK SETTLEMENT ACTIVITY 

1 . PRIMIN RABIN AND DEFMIN PERES BOTH HAD OCCASION FEB 18 

TO MAKE PUBLIC STATEMENTS ON SUBJECT OF ISRAELI SETTLEMENTS 
ON JUDEA AND SAMARIA. 

2. SPEAKING TO SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS IN HADERA, RABIN 
RENEWED HIS CRITICISM OF THE GUSH EMUNIM SETTLERS NEAR 
SEBASTIA. PRESS QUOTES HIM AS SAYING: "STRIKING ROOTS IN 
THE LAND IS NOT A MATTER OF ONE-TIME DEMONSTRATIONS... 

I WOULD BE HAPPY IF THE (GUSH EMUNIM) DEMONSTRATORS WOULD 
SETTLE ALONG ISRAEL'S DEFENSE LINES. THE CONFRONTATION 
LINE IS ALONG THE JORDAN, WHERE THE SETTLEMENTS ARE CRYING 
OUT FOR MORE PEOPLE. WHY DON'T THEY SETTLE IN THE GOLAN 
HEIGHTS, OPHIRA, THE RAFAH APPROACHES, KIRYAT ARBA- WHERE 
THE GOVERNMENT HAS BUILT FLATS WHICH ARE NO STANDING EMPTY?" 

3. PERES, ADDRESSING GROUP AT HEBREW UNIVERSITY, 

ARTICULATED BASIC PRINCIPLES GOVERNING ISRAELI SETTLE-. 

MENT ON WEST BANK AS FOLLOWS: JEWS SHOULD BE PERMITTED 
TO SETTLE ANYWHERE IN ERETZ ISRAEL (THE LAND OF ISRAEL), NO 
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ARABS SHOULD BE DISPLACED FROM THE LAND, AND ARAB SENSITIVITIES 
SHOULD BE BORNE IN MIND. PERES REPORTEDLY CONCLUDED THAT 
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JEWISH SETTLEMENTS SHOULD BE INSTITUTED AFTER CAREFUL 
DELIBERATION AND IN A "SOBER FASHIN". 

4. IN SPEECH PREVIOUS DAY AT KFAR SABA, PERES HAD ALSO 
ADVOCATED SETTLEMENT ACTIVITY THROUGHOUT BOTH JUDEA AND 
SAMARIA AS LONG AS SUCH ACTIVITY IS NOT AT EXPENSE OF 

ARAB RESIDENTS. 

5. COMMENT: WHILE THERE IS NO REASON TO BELIEVE THAT 
PERES WOULD SUPPORT SETTLEMENT ACTIVITY ON WEST BANK 
IN THE ABSENCE OF GOVERNMENT AUTHORIZATION, HE DOES 
APPEAR TO BE ESTABLISHING A SOMEWHAT DIFFERENT POSITION 
THAN RABIN'S ON CONSIDERATIONS DICATATING WHICH SETTLE- 
MENTS SHOULD RECEIVE SUCH AUTHORIZATION. SUCH A 
DIFFERENCE IN VIEWS COULD BECOME IMPORTANT DURING 
PROMISED CABINET CONSIDERATION OF FUTURE OF GUSH EMUNIM 
ENCAMPMENT NEAR SEBASTIA. 
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